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| To my Worthy and beloved Friends 

M FOHN, RUSSEL 
and Me Martha his Wife. 


And to M THOMAS RANDOLL, all happineſſe 
in this world, and that which is to come. 


My dear and worthy Friends, | 
4 He euſuing Sermon was preached our importunity, and 
_— printed allo n the ſame — 5 1 4 know nothi a 
ſatisfie your ſpirits but the printing of it, which at laſt made 
me unwillingly willing to anſwer your defires : not that 1 did 
delight to deny your defares, nor ſe I prized ir, but be- 
| caulc I thought it not good enough for you,nor worthy of thac 
weight that you laid upon it, it being but the of ſome ſhort broken medi» 
tations. I have now publiſhed theſe Notes which in all love I preſent to you; 
they-were once in your car are now in your eye, and the Lork keep them ever 
in your hearts. If there be any thing in this Sermon worth the having, it is net 
mine but the Lords, through grace ; I know that my beſt act ĩons ſtand in need 
of ſweet odours, a golden cenſer. 

Dear Friends, You know we mult all fall in the wilderneſſe of this world, be 
gathered to our fat hers, go hence and be no more (een : Abraham and Sareh mult 
part, Facob and Nuchei muſt be ſeparated, Dauid and his Childe muſt be ſevered. 
Our wy 77 — oops — time 2 70 bounds we —— 

fle. AR fieſb & 4 graſſe, glory thereof as the flower : there 
— mourn as perſons without hope, neither be like Rachel — not be 
comforted. To that purpoſe take this counſel. 

Firſt, Dwell much upon the ſweet behaviour of ethers;under the loſſe of their ; 74 
Chile, he ſe fom the candy and waſted and anne Banff, Ae be ah — 
childe, 0 waſhed, : imſelf, el hi © In "TE 
perell, and came inte the bouſe of the pr gra nance pr be —.— ee / 
bouſe, and when be required, they ſes bread before him, and be did cat. When his ſer- © * 
vants queſtioned this action, he anſwers, Now be is dead, whereſore ſhould I faſt? ver.uy. 
Can I bring bim back again? 1 ſhall goto him, but be ſhall not return to me. So when . 
Aarons (ons were doſtroyed by fre for their offer ing up ſtrange fire, Aaron holds Lewy nf; ; 
his peace: he bridled his paſſions and ſubmitted (weerly and quietly to divine A 
Juſtice. So when it was told Aux goras that both his ſons (which were all be 5 
had) were dead; being nothing terrified therewith, he anſwered, * I knew I be- n we go 
gar mortall creatures. Dranſs people in Thrace, bury their children with great joy, 

ut at their birth lament grievouſly, in regard of the miſeries that ate like to be- 
fall them while they live. 

Secondly, In time of crofles, loſſes and miſeries, cis the wiſdom of beleevers to x, - 
look more upon the Crown then upon the crofſe,to dwell more upon glory then 4 


upon miſery, to cye more the braſen Wr is lifted up, then the ficry Ser · — 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Heb. io. 30 pent that bites and ftings. Bafil ſpeaketh of ſome Martyrs that were caſt out 
55+ << night naked in acold froftyime, and were to be the next day, how x — 


Bafi 440 Mer- comforted themſelves in this manner; The winter is bis r—_— is ſweet ; 

: here we ſhiver for cold, but the boſome of Abrabam will make amends for all. G alen 
Tolle calum malle writes of a fiſh called Yravoſcopos that hath but one eye, and yet looks continu- 
Tre, ſaid the Phi- ally up to heaven: a Chriftian under the croſſe ſhould alwaies have an eye look- 
lolopher. ing up to heaven, that ſo his ſoul may not faint, and he may give glory to God 
Let beaven be a in the day of viſitation. It is recorded of Lerus, that after his reſurtection from 
mans object, and the dead he was never ſeen to laugh, his thoughts and affect ions were ſo fixt in 
the carth will be heaven though his body was on earth, that he could not but ſlight tempora'l 
2 things his heart being ſer upon etetnall things. A man (ſaith one) would dwell in 


22 this contemplation of heaven and be loth to come our of it. Nay ſaith another, 
a man might age himſelf in it, and ſooner grow old then weary. h 
3. T hirdby, Compare your mercies and your loſſes together, and you ſhall finde 


that your mercies will wonderfully _—_— your loſſes ; you haye loſt one 
mercy,you enjoy many mercies, What is the loſſe of a Wife, a Childe, or any 
other temporall mercy,to a ſouls enjoyment of the favour of God,pardon of fin, 
peace of conſcience, hopes of Heaven, c. Befides you enjoy many temporall 

mercies that many of the precious ſons of Zion want, & c. 
4. Fourthly, Conſider ſeriouſly of the reaſons of Gods ſtripping his people of 

their neereſt and their deareſt metcies j and they are theſe, 
God tried the 1. For a triall of the ſtrength and power of their graces;*tis not every croſſe 
frength ww” nor every loſſe that tries the ſtrength of a Chriſtians graces : 10h held out 
-m_—P 2" brayely in the face of many :MiQions for a time, but when he was thorowly 
aud the wet to the skin, then he acts like a man rather void of grace, then like a man 
of Moſes that did excell all others in grace. When God burns up the out · houſes but 
e, and leaves the Palace ſtandingzwhen he takes away the ſeryant but leaves the childs; 
the Rirength of hen be gathers here a flower and there a flower cut of mens gardens, but leaves 
the firength of the flowers that are the delighe of their eyes and the joy of their hearts, they 
Peters love, and bare it patiently and ſweetly : but when he burns up the Palace, and takes away 
the ſirength of rhe childe, and gathers the taireſt flower in all our garden,then we uſually ſhew 
1 our lel ves to be but men, yea to be weak men, paſſionately crying out, O ny ſon 
— only Ab/oleom, my ſen, ny [en Abſolom, would God I bad died for thee O Abſolom myſon, 

uth, but / en. 

— ae 45 God pꝛſſes the ſenrence of death upon mens deareſt mercies, that himſelf 


& may be more dreaded, and that his precious ſervants and their counſell maſ be 
en the better minded and regarded. The @/£gyptians trembled not under ſeverall 
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R firſt-born, and then they tremble, and then the ſervants of the Lord and their 
t 


tion of Friends, Has the Lord ſmitten your firſt. born (as I may lay.) then look to it (as 


= bead: which and that bis ſervants and his ſervices be more owned, loved and regarded, The 
becauſe it men- people of God, and the Ordinances of God, are to God as bis firſt. born: and 
ded not thereup- they that make light of Gods firſt- born, God will make as light of their firſt, 
on came all % horn, Theſe &/Zgyptigns had l uin Iſrael Gods firſt-born, and therefore God 
ſites their firſt-born.. My defire and prayer ſhall be, that Gods removing and 
raking away your firſt born (as I may (ay) may be the making of more room in 


your - 


2 | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. a 
your boſomes for God, Chriſt, Saints and Ordiaances, that ſo your great loſſe | 
may be turned into the greateſt — And certainly, it this phyGck,thigporion Loh. 3. 14. 
that is given you by an outſtretched hand from Heaven don't work this, the next 
pot ion will be tat more bitter. ' : 

3- God paſſes the ſentence of death upon mens neereſt and dtareſi mercies, 
that he may win them to a more compleat and full dependance upon his bleſſed 
ſelf; man 18 a creature apt to hang and reſt upon creature-props: / looked ow my rn 
right band, and be beld (ſaith the Plalmiſt ) but there was no nan that would know 
we, refuge failed me, no man cared ſor wy ſoul. Well, hat does he do now all 
props tail hum ? why now he ſweetſy leanes upon God. cried unto ther, O Lord, - 

I [aid, Thou art my reſuge and my pertion in the land of the living Cynegiru an A+ ver. z. 
thenian Captain uled great valour in the Perſian war, puriuing his enemies 

that were laden with the tick ſpoil of his countrey, and were ready to ſet ſail and 

be gone: he held the ſhipavith his right hand, and when that was cut off, he 

held ic with the lelt; that alſo being cut off he held it with the ſtump till his 

armes were cut off, and then he held it wich his teeth till his bead was cut off, 

It is the very temper of moſt men and women in the worldzthey will hold upon 

one prop, and if God cut off that, then chey will eatch hold on another, & e. 

till God cut off all their props, and then they will come and reſt and center in fal. y 
God in whom are all their welliprings. : 

4. God ſtrips his people of their deareſt mercies, that he may work their 

hearts to a more ſtrict and diligent ſearch and examination of their own hearts 
and wayes,that they may ſay with the Church, Lee us ſtarch and try our wayes and Lam.4.19.40, 41 
turm to the Lord our God, The Hebrew word that is rendred ſearch, liguifies to WAN 
ſearch 43 you would do to finde out a diſguiſed perſon that puts himſelf into a Chaphas. 
ſtrange habit that he might not be diſcoyered, When Gods band, when Gods 
rod is upon our backs, cut hands muſt be upon our hearts, and we muſt cry out, 
What evil have we done, vvhat evil have we done? Seneca reports of one Sexius, 
who would every night ask himſelf three queſtions; 1. What evil baſt thou heal. 
ed to day ? 2. What vice haſt thou ſtood againſt this day? 3+ In what part are 
thou betteted this day ? When the florm beats ſtrc ng upon you, you had need to 
ſce what Ioveb is aſleep at the bottom of your ſouls, that ſo he being diſcovered 
and caſt oyer=»oard,your ſouls may be ſate,for in the droyening of your fing lies 
the ſecurity of your louls. 
5. He ſtrips bis people of their deareft outward mercies, that they may be That ſencence 
me well 


. 


more compaſſionate towards thoſe that are or ſhall be in the ſame condition likes for 
with themſelves, The 7ews at this day, in their very nuptiall feaſts and mir:h, you Bay he ſaid 
break a glaſſe with wine in remembrance of Terwſ@lem,ſaying when they throw — heve 
it down, Thus was Iernſalem broken, and what they (pill in wine they fill with ing, 

tears, Is it not a ſhame to have the ſame Name, the — Faith,the ſame Chriſt, 

the ſame prote ſſion, c. and to defire alwayestotread on Roſes ? to be embar. 
ked in this great Ship of Chriſtianity with ſo many brave ſpirits, and to go un· taxed 
der hatches to ſl: ep like the out-caſts and ſcorn of humane nature ? Saints the of the 
ſhould be like two Lute ſtrings that are turned one to another, no ſooner one is — is time, 


they under- 


truck but the other trembles, alued 
6. God ſtrips his people of their neereſt and deateſt outward mercies, that d — 
they may the more prize and the better taſte ſpirituall and heavenly mercics, he voloed the worlh, n 
tales away uncertain riches that they may the more prize certain riches; he takes ®Þ tha this were 
away naturall ſtrength, that they may the more prize ſpirituall ſtreagth z he — and 
takes away the creature, that they may more prize their Saviour, Spirituall and rin — 
943 heavenly 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatery. 

_ heavenly things are of neereſt and greateſt concernment to you, ſpititualt will 
only abide with you in all gant can only ſatisße your ſouls, The 
language of a gracicus ſpirit is thisz Ah Lord, as what I have if offered to thee 
plealeth not thee without my ſelf, ſo the good things I have from theegthough 

they may refreſh me, yet they cannot ſatisſie me without thy (cif, | 
f — — — laſt word ot counſcl that I hall give you pe gr. Conſider ſe- 
toys $7 riouſly and frequently, that Gods taking away or removi one mercy, lis but 
np age hs _—_ of way far another, and oleally for — And He — from 
ſmell of this gain David a Michal and gave him a wile Abigel, an Aſelom and gave him a Sala- 
is ſncer to many. mow; He took array the bodily preſence ot Chriſt from his Diſciples, but gave 
them more abundantly of his ipu ituall preſence, which was far the choicer and 
Ioh-14.18, the (wecter mere God will alwayes make that ward good, / will net leave you 


beer 40 —— as the Greek bath it, I will not leave you as orphans or fatherlefſe 
Go. children; no, I will come and comfort you on every fidegand I will make up all 
Iſa 60,17. your wants, and be better to you then all your mercics z ſor your brafſe 1 wil 


you ſel ver, and ſor your iron you ſha ¶ bave gold, & c. ; 
2 0 — to a 1 Let — dead man — woman be lamented, whom 
hell barboureth, whom the Devil devoureth, whom divine Juſtice tormenteth: 
bur let thoſe whoſe departed ſouls Angels accompany, Chriſt imbolometh, aud 
all tde Court of Heaven comes forth to welcome, account iramortality a mercy, 
and 5 grieved that they are ſo long detained from the ſweet company of 
Chtiſt, c. 

I defire you (and all others that hall read what is here written) to overlook 
the miſtakes of the Printer, if you meet with any, I having no time tu wait upon 
the Prefſe to corre what may be found amiſſe; The peruſal] and acceptance af 
yrhat I here preſent in love, I ſhall leave to your judge ments and reſt 


Yours to love and ſerve in our deareil Lord 


The. Brooks. 
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ded: 
eA Saints laſt Day i bis beſt Day. 


Beleved, I am here at this time to ſpeak a word to the livi g, 
my buſineſſe being not to ſpeak any thing of the dead. 


| Be pleaſed therefore tocaſt your eye upon 
| EC CLE. 7. 1. 


A goed Name i better then precious ue, and the day of Death 
then the day of ones birth. 


I ſhall ſland upon the latter part of this verſe at this time. 
Aud the day of Death then the day of outs Birth, 


> He Greeks ſay, that the beginning of a mans Nativity is- the be- 
etting of his Miſery. Infob.14.1. Man that is born of a 
oman is bern to trouble and ſorrow ; the Hebrew word that "19! 

y is there rendred [bora] fignikierh alſo generated or conceived 3 Icludh. 
to note to us, that man is miſerable as ſoon as he is warm in 
the womb ;; he comes crying into the world: before ever rhe 4 flow m au 
N childe ſpeaks, he prophbelics by his tears of his enſuing ſorrows. /* ſaub 
And this made Solomon to prefer his Coffin bofare bis Crown, the day of his diſ- 
ſolurion before the day of his Coronation. But not to hold you longer from 
what is mainly intended. The obſervation chat I ſhall ſpeak to at rhis time 


is this, 
That 4 Belcevers laſt day is his beſt dy 3 bis dring 197i better then his birth-day. 
This will be a very ſweet and utefull point to all beleevers: I ſhall firſt demon- 

ate the truththat iris ſo. And then make ſome uſe of this point to our (elves. 
T heficſt ching that doth with open mouth ſpeak out this truth is this. 

die — place; A Beleever when he dieth, be doth but change Argumen.. 
hinplacy, Hangers __ Hanan, © Wilderneſſe for a (Anm, an 
PE 2 ra of Yo a dunghill for a palace. As it is laid of F#+ 
- gr bis place: A ſoul our of Chrift is not in his 114. fe. 
neath is his place; ſo when a Belcever, dieth, he goes to his place, Heaven, 
the boſom of Chriſt is his place. Aud that ſpeals out rhe truth aſſerted, chat 
« Beleevers dying day is his belt day. 

A Belcever now is not in his place, bas his ſoul is Rill working and warring, 4 er, f 6, 
and he cannot reſt till be comes to center in the boſome of Chriſt. This Paul 
well under itood when. he ſaid, I dong to be diele, awd to be with Chrif. I would Phil u. 33. 


fain weigh Anchor, „ and away home, And upon this account thoſe 
care, ep Fry | 20 . for this we groan —_— 


—_Y hs. Mt... DAM 
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out, O Lord (et me 


the aber — deeds. 


The Beleevers laft Day 


defiring to be cloarhed wich pur houſe which is from heayen. What is the ground? 
why 'ris rhis-while we are in the be body, ve ate abſent from the Lord.We be not 
in our phace; und therefore we-groan to be at home, that is, to be in heaven, to 
be in the boſeme of Chtiſt which is our proper place, out mot deſirable 
home. ; 1 

The 2. thing which doth demoſtrate the truth afſerted is this, 

That death it is a change of company: The beſt that breatheth in this world 
muſt live with the wickedzand conv:rſe with the wicked, c. and this is a part of 
their miſery,yea,'tis their hell on this fide beaven. This ſtuck upon the Spirit of 
David, Wo is me tha I am conſtra ned to be in Me ts dwell in the tents of Ken 
dar e. And ſoFeremy in Fer. 9. 2. O that I had in the wilderneſse a ladging place of 
way faring men that I might leave my people, and go from them, for they be 1 — 
an aſſembiy of treacherous men. And this was that that did vex and tear Lots righ- 
teous ſoul, in 2 Pet. 2. 7, BWV. bis ſoul was vexed from day to day with their unlewfull 
The word fignifies to [ rack ] he was racked to (ee their unlawfull 


fer thou knewef# deeds. O but death is à change of company, a man doth change the company 


thas I ner loved 
thrir company in 


the time of life, 
ici 
Vide Bezam 


* Heb13.22,94. 


3- Argument. 


Probus a valiant 


Romane Empe» 
rours Motto ws 


(ited | 


of profane perfons, of vile perſons, &c. for the company of Angels, And che 
company of weak Chriſtians for the company of juſt men made perfect. That 
is a remarkable place, We are come to mount Sten ( (aith the Apoſtle ) and un- 
to the City of the Living God, the Heavenly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable 
Company of Angels, te che generall Aſſembly, and Church of the frſt- born 
which are written in Heaven, And to God the Judge of all, And to the ſpirics 
of juſt men made perfect. Here is a Change indeed, Death is a change of com- 
any as well as a change of place. And if this be but welkweighel, Jic muſt needs 

ranted, that 4 Beleevers dying day is better then bis Birth-day. 

eath is a change of imployment, A belceving ſoul when he dies, changeth 
his work and imployment. I open it thus. The work of x beleevet in this world 
lies in praying, groaning, ſighing, mourning, wreſtlinz, and fighting, c. And 
we ſee throughout the Scripture, that the choiceſt Saints that have had the kigh- 
eſt viſions of God, have driven this trade, they have ſpent their time ia praying, 
roaning, mourning, wraſtling and fighting, Eph.6. 10. for we wraſile not again 
eſþ and bloud, but ageinit Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt Rulers of 


80 [ (ay, No fight darkueſfe of this world; againſt ſp irituall wickedneſſe in high places. The truth is, 


no Crown, no fight 


no Heaven. 


Iab 4 


Alexander ſent will 1 wait till my change come. So in the 2 Tim. 4. 8. I hebe fought the good fight 
meſſengers to ſaith. &c. And ſo in the 2 Tim. 2. 4. No man that warreth intangleth himſelf 


Ad axd 4254166 a 


the very life of a-Belecver is a continuall war fare ; and his buſineſſe is to be ia 
the field alwaies: they have to deal with ſubtle enemies, malicious enemies, 
wakefull enemies, and watchfull enemies 3 with ſuch enemies that threw down 
Alan in Paradiſe the moſt innocent man In the world ; and that threw down 
Moſes the meekeſt man in the world; and Fob the patienteſt man in the world; 
we Foſhus the moſt couragious man inthe world, and Paul the beſt Apoſtle in 
the world, c. AChriſtians life is a warfare, Fob ſaith, All the time of my warfare 
will I wait till my change come: I am ſtill a fighting ſaich Fob with luſts and cor- 
Tuptions within; and with devils and men abroad; All the time of my warfare 


the affairs of this life, &c. Dearh is a change of employment, it changerh this 


auen h hard ſervice; this work that lies in mourning, wraſtling, and fighting 5 for joy- 


| a 
i 


ſopher , | 
bim that if he 

ſo and ſo be ſhould be rewarded, and ifhe did not he ſhould be pat to death: the Philoſopher anſwered 
— — That for bir gift be eftzemaed thems worth noten, ſtcing bu own country cold fig wiſh bim with nece[[a» 
1305, and ar for de ath be did not fear is bus wiſh ts rather iin thas 8 wes 4 © uno 4 more happy - Aue. So far did meer 
Ptuloſophy carry men inthe opinion of Felicity, jog 


Py 4 = --< bw. es 
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Ing and Gnging Hallelujahs to the Almighty. Now no prajers, bm praiſes; no 
ebrin wraſtling, but dancing and triumphing. Can a beleeving ſoul look 
upon this glorious change, and not ſay, Surely B ner i the day of a Beleevey: death 
then the day of bis birth. Death is the winding- theer that wipes away all teart ftom 
the beleevert eyes, Rev. Ag, 

Death is ge of enjoyments as well as a change of Employments. I ſhall 4+ Arguments 
expreſle this in three conſiderable things, | 

1. It is a change of our more dark and obſcureenjoyment of God, for a more I, 
clear and ſweet enjoyment of God. I ſay the beſt Beleever that breaths in this * 
world that doth ſee and enjoy moſt of God, and the viſions of his glory, yet he 
enjoys not God ſo clearly, but that he is much in the dark. The Apoſtle Paul 
was & man that was high in his enjoyments of God, yet while he was bere in pe 
the fleſh, he did ſee but as through a glaſſe: We ſee through a 45 darkly ; but x _ 
then face to face 3 then we ſhall know even as we are known. God told Moſer |, - * 
that he could not ſee his face and live: the truth is, we ate able to bear but little 
of the diſcoveries of God, there being ſuch a mighty ma eſty and glory in all the 
ſpirituall diſcoveries of God. We ate weak, and able to take in little of God: we 
have but dark apprebenſions of God 3 witneſſe our tears, Gghs, groans and com- 
plaints, becauſe we go forward and backward : We look on the right hand and 
on the left ( as Jeb ſpeaks ) and God hiderb himſelf that we cannot ſee him. Iob 23.4.9, 
Plutarch tels of Eudexm, that he would be willing to be burnt up preſently 
by the Sun, ſo he might be admitted to come ſo near it as to learn the nature 
of it. This is upon the heart of beleevers, Lord, let us be burnt up ſo we ——— 
may (ce thee more in all thy glorious manifeſtations, let us be poor, let us be _ — — — 
any thing ſo that we may be taken up into a more clear enjoyment of thy of Od would be 
ſelf. Ask them that live higheſt in the enjoyment of God, What is your grea- a far greater bell 
reſt burthen ? and they will tell you, this is our greateſt burden, that our ap- 0 bim then the 
ptehenſions of God are no more clear, that we cannot ſee him face to face —— — * 
whom our ſouls do deatly love: Oh but now in Heaven Saints ſhall have a clear 
viſion of God: there be no clouds nor miſts in Heaven. 

2» It is a change of our imperfeſt and incompleat enjoyments of God, for a 2. 


more compleat and perfect enjoyment of him. At no Belcever hath a cleer ſight 


of God here, ſo no beleever bach a full and perſect fight of God here. In Feb 26. 
14. bow little a portion is heard ofhim ( ſpeaking of God) and of that rhatis 1g] 
heard, ab how little a portion is underſtood! So in 1 Cor.13.12. Now we ſee Dabarg.e.awor*; 
through a glaße darkly, but then face to face: Now I know in part, but then ſhall I 9*thirg. O tow 
know even as alſo I am known. The ſoul while it is here, dares not but lay I en- —.— 6 — 
y ſomething of God, and that that I would not want for a thouſand worlds 5 beard of we by 
yer my enjoyment is not full. If you ſhould ſay, Souls why do you wait upon. 1 , * 
God in this Ordinance and that Ordinance ? they will anſwer, That we may mt thae 
enjoy Ged more fully. Fly away ſpeedily my beloved: what is the meaning of this AuguiTine bath z 
language but this ; O that I mighe be filled with the fulinefſe of God. There is The good things 
no complaints in Heaven, becauſe there is no wants. O, when death ſhall give e Sl lite 
the fatall ſtroke, there ſhall be an exchange of earth for Heaven, of imperfe u 9 
enjoymonts for perfect enjoyments of God 3; then the ſoul ſhall be ſwallowed up exceed numbe-, 

a Z ſo precious that 
they exceed eſſimation, ſo that they exceed meaſure. % um ecuitas . 
lum cur _ feen. Ber. For Chriſt to be with Pas! . — 2 Paul A — 
Chriſt was the c feliciry. Chriſaſtom ſaith. If t were poſf ble that all the ſufferings of the Saims ſhould be 
laid upon ene mas, it were not worth one hours being in Heaven, ſach ia the greatneſle and fallnefſe of chat glory 


- above, Can f.. the Saints Motto is, Mrgreumu 3 une, Let us go hence, let us go hence. 


with 
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with a full enjoyment of God; no corner of the ſoul ſhall be left efapry, but all 
ſhall be filled up with the fullnefle of God ; here they receive grace 4 grace, 
but in Heaven they ſhall receive glory for glory. God keeps the beſt wine till 
laſt z. the beſt of God,Chriſk and Heaven, is behind: bere we have but ſome ps, 
ſome taſts of God, fullneſſe is reſerved for a glorious ſtat 1 He thys fees moſt of 
God here, ſees hut his back - parts, his face is a jewehof that (pl and glory 
that no eye can behold but a glorified eye: our hearts are like a viol glafſe,which 
Mill not filFon a ſudden, though it lye in the midſt of the ſea where all fallneſſe 
» js. The belt Chriſtian is able co take in but little of God, their hearts are like 
7 the widowes veſſel that could receive but a little oyl. Sin, the world and crea- 
. tu res, do take up ſo much room inthe beſt hearts, that God is pur upon giving 
out bimſelf by lirtle and little, es parents do to their children; but in Heaven 
God will communicnte himſelf fully at once to the ſoul, grace ſhall then be ſwal- 
By death Saints lowed up of gloty- 
—_ 1 3. It is a change of a more inconſtant and tranſient enjoyment of God, for 
— X a more conſtant and permanent enjoyment of God. Here the Saints enjoyment 
Weſcio quid erit, of God is unconſtant 3 one day they enjoy God, and another day the ſoul fits and 
guod iſla wiia won complains in anguith of ſpirit, He that ſhould comfort my ſoul Rands afar off, 
erit,&c. Augait. my glaſs is out, my San is ſer, and what can make up the want of this Sun? as 
—— — all candlelight, Star light, and torch light, cannot mate up the want of the light 
rather uhgt will of the Sun 3 ſo when the Son of Kighreouſncfle hides his face, it is not all eree- 
not that life be, ture cemferts that can make up the want of his countenance. Devid ſomerimes 
goes all good ci: could 4ay, that God wes bit portion, and bis {atuation, aud bi frong tower, and 
— — * what not ? and yet preſeatly cries out, Why art rhou ca down © myſout, and 
tight which place Why «rt thee diſquieted within we ? In one piace he ſnith, I ſpall never be moved, 
cannot compre and yet preſeatly it follows, Thou bd thy ſace and 7 was troubled And this 
hend noiſes and is the ſtare of a beleevet in this world Bur in heaven there ſhall no clouds ariſe 
— — between the Lord and a belecving heart: God ill not one day fmile and ano. 
viſh — thet day frown ; one diy take a (vol in his arms, and another day lay that ſoul 
which are never at his feet z This is his dealing with his people here. But in beaven there is no. 
diGpaced, a ſeaſi thing but biffes and embraces, nothing but a perpetuall enj »yymenr of God. 
which is Dole. When once God takes the ſoul macs bhimlel?, it hill never be night with it any 
— re more z never dark with that ſoul more, &c all tears hall then be wiped away. 
ty beſiowerd, ber That is a {rveet word in the 4 Tbeſ- 4 19,18 And fo ſbull we be ever with the 
ezerniry ſhall ne - Lord, wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. There arc laith Muſcutas , 
ver ſee at an end. Angels and Arch angels in heayen, I but they do not make heaven, Cbriſt is 
— the moſt ſparkling Di mond in the ring of glory. It is heaven and happineffe 
not perpetuall, enough to ſee Chriſt, and to b for ever wich Chriſt, Now, © What a glorious 
faich Gregory change is this? Methinks thele things ould make us long tor our dying day ; 
Wexjemeve, and account this life but a lingering death, 
— 1:55 oo be $- Conß der this, Death is a change that puts an end to all excernall and in. 
— 2 hap. ternall changes, Whar is the whole life of man but a life of changes? Death ts 
man that a change that puts an end to all externall changes: here you change your joy far 
ighr afterwards ſorrow, your healch for ficknefle, your ſtrength for nets. your bonout 
become miſera for diſnonour, your plenty for poverty, your be:wty for deformity, your friends 


1 $200.16, for foes, your {ilvertor braſſe, and your gold for copper: Now the comforts 
Ptal.42. of a man are ſmiling, the next hour they are dying, & c, All temporals are 
Pſa got as tranſitcry as 2 haſty headlong torrent, a ſhip, a bird, an artow, a poſt, that 


that a ö 
4 "  paſleth by. Man himſelf, the King of theſe out ward comforts; what is he but 
bedie, wy — nothing ? the dream ol a dream, a ſhadoy, a bubble, a flach, a —— 
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- lu leſt b. 5 
Now death puts an end eo all exterdall changes f there ſhall be no mere ſchk- 
ne ſſe, ne more complaints, no more wants, & c. Aud then it puts an end to ail 
inte rnall changes. F ang 1.1 
Nov the Lord ſmiles upon the ſoul and anen be frowas upon the ſoul: Nos 
God gives aſſiſtance to conquer fin, anon the man ia carrzed: captive by his n j ___ 
now he is ſirengthned agaiuft the rempeacion, anon he fals before the tem- 
tion, &. Iob carried it out bravely in the midſt of ſtorms, arid ſpeaks like an 
Angel: But When Job was wes to the skin, and the Arrows: of the Almighty - 
Auck in bim, and his day was turned into nighs, and his re Jaycing into mouru- e 
ing, C. then a man would have thought him a devil incaraate by bis cu ſing. - 
But death puts an end to all internall changes, as well as excernall changes ; 
Now the loul ſhall be tempted no mote, ſin no more, be foyled no more; Now 
you may j idge by this, that a Chriſtians dying day, is hi beſt day, Dea ih is an» 
other Mo/es, it delivers belee vers out of bondage, and trom making brick in 
Egipty It is a day or year of Jubilee to a gracious ſpirit, the year whext in he 
goes out free from all thoſe cruell caskmaſters which it had long groaned un- 
der. The Hearben gods held death to be mans ſumman bonnm, his chieteſt 
good ; therefore when one of them had built and dedicated the Temple at Reb 
phos, he asked of A polls far his recompence the thing that wes bet for man: 
the Oracle told him, that be hould go home, and within three daies/ ie thoutd 
baye it 3 within which time he died 3 FE bus the very Heathers theraſel yes have 
conſented to this truth, That a mans dying day is his beſt day. | | 
6, Deathis a C that brings the ſoul to an unchangeable Reft, it in a % n 
briaging of the ſoul co bed to a Rneof eternal reſt, That is the laſt demon» den the rroabte 
ülration of the Point, that a belcevers dying day is his-beſt day, Now rehiſe of car particuler' 
we are here the ſoul is in a toſſe. T he beſt man in che world that is higheſtꝭ and rel 
clearcit in his enj mentt of Ged, is tao often, like to Nogb? dove that found 22 * | 
go reſt ? either he wants ſome cxternall merey.or internall mercy, and vill dy — ſ 2 
lo till che ſoul be ſwallowed up in the everiatting enjoymerics of God i But ſtom rempration, 
death brings a man to an upchangeable reſt. In Reya14-2 5, Lheard a voice from 2 reli from de- 
beaven ſaying ts me, W rite, from hexceforth bleed are the dead that die in the ggg. 424%, 
Lord * Why ? fer ibey reft from their labourt, &c. O ſeich he. Write it: down a8 — , . 
a thing of woreh aad weiht, Fd ars the ddt har die in the Berd, for rbey Gen. ——— 
reſt from thetr {abours, & . Dyath brings the ſoul to unchangeable xt. Ia %% = 
17. 1,2. The righteous periſo, and no wan leyeth it to heart, &ci he hill. enter ters be 
into peace, they ſhall reſt in iheit bed, each ane walking in his uptighint ſſe- — "Welk 
©, death is a change that brings. 2 ſoul to aachangeable- refts it brings a ſout Ach ans 
abed, This was that that made Paul long to be difolved, and to be with C briſt; come everlaſting 
And the Corinthians to groan for deliverance, Ic vas 4,nctable (aying: of biek fe | 
(cd Cooper, luna e day have. fought death with tears, not ou of impacience- os — — 
diſtruſt (ſaith he) but becauſe] n weary pf ſia and ſearſull to fail iatoit, You bin thas by 
know how the Martyrs hugged the. ſtake, and welcomed every Meſſenger of him word 
deith that came to them, and clap'd their hands in the madſt of the — crecaeö - - 
Death is a beſee vers coronation day, it is his marriage day, It is a reſt from „Ft. [ 
lin, a r: from ſorrow, a reſt from aſfliqtions and remprations, wa Death _-  - 1; 
ta a belexver is an entrance into Abtabamſ botome, into Paradiſe, into the - 
elem, into the joy of his Lord. And abus much for the doQuinoll paris 
ou ſee that it iscleat by theſe fix things, Thar & Beldevers dying day id buy S8 
dey, and: the dey of biedeath better aber ie dayef bio births > © He: 
I wight by many other arguments * to-youy but let cheſs .- 
2 


ſuffice, 


/ 
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ſuffice, becauſe I would not willingly keep you longer from the 11ſe and Appli. 
cation ot the point; Application be ing the life of all teaching. Now the 

Firſt Uſe ſhall be this. Then never mourn immoderately at the death of any 
beleever, let them be the moſt excellent and uſefull that ever lived. Death is to 
them the greateſt gain ; And ut (peaks out much (elfiſhnefſe in us co be more ta- 
ken with che gain and benefit that redounds to us by their lives, then with the 
happineſſe and glory that doth redound-ro them by their deaths. In the primis 
tive times when God had paſt the ſearence of death upon their deareſt comtores, 
Chriſtians did carry it at a more high ſweet and noble rate, then now adaies 
they da. Remember this, death doth that (L lay) in a moment, chat no graces, 
no duties, nor no ordinances could do for a man all his life time; it frees a 
man from thoſe diſeaſes, corruprions, temptations, & c that no duties nor gra- 
ces, nor Ordinances could do, When Arad came to mourn for his deceaſed 
Sarab, he mourned moderately for her as is imported by a (mall Carh in the 
word Libeotbeb, that figoifies re weep, in that Hebrew word there is one little 
letter extraordinary to note that. Abrabam wept bur a little for her, not be- 
caulc ſhe was old and ovenworn (28 ſome Rabbins lay, ) but becauſe her dying 
day woas ber beſt day, When Luther that famous inſtrument of God buried his 
daughter, he was not ſeen to ſhed a tear. So M* Wheatly ( who was famous in 
his time) whenas he had preached bis own childes Funerall Sermon upon this 
The people in Subyjet, The will of the Lord be dove, He and bis wife laid their own childe in 
| Thrace mourn the grave, That is the firſt Uſe, let us not mourn immoderately for any belce= 
bud Yrs death, 


| theirchildres, Tben in the next place, Fear not death; Compoſe your ſpirits z ſay not of 
| — the: death as that wicked Prince ſaid to the Prophet, Haff theo found me O mine E- 
D nemy 2 but rather long for it, not. to be rid of troubles, but that the ſoul may 
| — be taken up into a more clear und full enjoyment of God. Your dying day is 
— om your beſt day. Good Jacob dies wich a ſweet compoled ſpitit; he cals for bis 
| dren, and bleſſeth, and kiſſeth _ —— . up his r — 
ALeshef der and dies, Mor that morning that the Mefſenger came to him, a 
| 22 — him be . he goes — & bill; ſees the Land of Cance3 at a di- 
_— ſtaner, and dies. Cato a Hearben man told Geſar, that be. feared bis pardon 
— more then the pain that he thꝛeatned : Ieſepb built his ſepulchre in bis on 
garden, And ſome Philoſophers had their graves alwaics open before their 
„ that going out and coming in they mig bt al w nes think of death, for in 
ſaying Hie they found comforts to be rare, croſſes frequent, pleaſures momentany, and 
pains permanent. Belcevers, your dying day is your beſt day ; Oh then be not 
afraid of death, and that you may not remember that it is nor ſuch a. ſleigbe 
matter as ſome make it, to be unwilling to die, There is much reproach caſt 
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— of glory ? But that this counſell may ſtick upon you, remember theſe five 
things 

did ask the 1 , C hrifts death is a meritorious death. Can a belcever think upon the death 

— of Chriſt as meriting peace with God. pardon of ſin, jaſtification, glorifica= 

pher, how long tion, and yet be aſtaid to die? What, Is the death of Chriſt chu: ueritorioum, 


and ſhall we ſtill be unwilling to d ? 7:4 


ſaich he, until he — a 

tbiak it better 2, Is not death a ſword in your Fathers hand? It is true, a (word in a mad 

— wy mans hand, or in an enemies hand, might make one tremble, ana 
* | 


hand that will be ſure to handle it ſo as he (hall not be hurt ot cut by it. (Timer morts f 


sb hi le Day. a 7 
ſword is in the fathers hand, the childe doth not fear. Grant that death is a The fearof death 


(word, yet why ſhould the childe fear and be afraid, when it is in the fathers — — 


3+ Remember, that Chriſts death is a death · conquet ing death; he hath ta- m de- 
ken away the — of death that it cannot hurt you; and his death is a death» cauſe ſear — 
ſanRifying and a death- Ileeining death z be hath by his death ſanRified and — — 
ſweetned death to us. | demh it ſelf can 
Death is a fall that came by a f.ll, to die is to be no more unhappy, if we do u bur once. 
conlider death arigbt O (ſaith one) that I could fee death, not as it vas, but as f eff timere 
thou Lord haſt now made it, it is the greateſt M n:irch and the ancienteſt King — ge 
of the worldz Death reigned from Adam to Moſer, laith $ Paul oh but the Lord —_— ſear 
Jeſus hath as it were diſarmed death, and rriumphe over death, he hath taken gearh ther is | 
away ius {ting (o chat it cannot ſting us, and we may play with it, and put it in · to gore Chr R. 
to our boſumes, 28 ve may a ſnake whole ting is pulled out. The Apoſtle upon % neu 
this conſideration ch. llengeth death, and out - braves death, and bids death do! 22 
his worſt in that, 1 cor. 13. 56,59. 47, but 1 fear to 
4+ Did not Chriſt willingly leave his fathers boſome for your ſake ? Did he de damacd, (aid 
not willingly die fer you ? did Chriſt pleade thus, I heſe robes are too good one. 
for me to leave off, this Crovyn too glorious for me to lay afide, I am too great Una a ond. 
to ſuffer tor ſuch a people: No, but be readily leaves his fathers boſome, he laics g u. Luther 
down his Crown, and puts off his rebes, and ſuffers a curſed, cruell, and igno- {peaking of the 
minious death. Ab ſoules you ſhould reaſon thus, Did Chriſt die tor me that Blend of Chiiff, 
I might live with bim? 1 Will not therefore defire to live long from him, all lr har one | 
men go willingly to ſee him whom they love, and ſhall I be unwilling to die, qui chen bea- 
that I may ſee Pim whom my ſoul loves? Shall Chriſt lay by all his + fr and ven and enth. 
pomp, and marry a poor ſoul that had neither portion nor proportion: and If che fou's under 
ſhall this ſoul be unwilling to go home to ſuch a husband? O, think of it you the — N. 
fouls that ate un willing to die. Led iter 
preſent life is not (vita, ſtd via ad vitam) lite but the way to lifez for when ole it forthe day 
we ceaſe to be men we begin to be as Angels, they ate only creatures of inſeri · of iu 
our nature that are pleaſed with the preſent : Man is a future creature, the eye why 7 1, for 
of his ſoul looks back, the Labourer haſtens from his work to his bed, the mat the i ma 
riner rows hard to gain the port, the traveller is glad when he is near his Ione, ; bur the Bre of 
ſo ould Saints when they are near death, becauſe then they are near heaven, Gods day. Zexe 
they are near their Inne. faid I berg no 
1. Are you not compleat in Chriſt ? why ſhould 2 beleever be aftaid to die c bu of old 
that ſtands compleat before God in the righteouſneſle of the Lorſt Jeſus? It we 757; com ans 
ſhould appear in our oven righteouſaeſſe, in our own dutiet, it would be dread- omnis,quis is fe 
full to think of dying, but a beleever is compleat in him, &. ye are 87 0 bevs bona ſun 
is him, Col. 2. 10. Id Revelat. 14.4, 6. they axe ſaid to be witboat fault before the q ＋ U 
Throze of God. And in Cant. 4. 7. Thou art al fair, wy love, and there ij uc Pot in ber in lead of 
thee : A beleever when de dies he appears before God in the righteouſnefſe of ad things elſe.. ' " 
Chriſt ; all che (pots and blemiſhes of his ſoul are covered with the righteouſ- — x 4 
neſſe of Chriſt, which is a matcbleſſe, ſpotleſſe, pearleſſe righreouſnefle. Chriſts u good * 1 
Spouſe hath perfection of beauty, ſhe is all glorious within and without, ſhe is — by ut 
{potlefſe and blameleiſe, ſhe is the faireft among women, that the may be a 
meet mate for him that is fairer theu all the children of men, Pal. 45. . The 
Sai nts are 2s ther Tree of Paradiſe, Gen. 3. fair to his eye, and pleaſant to his 
8 Ns — Ahatom in whom _ vas —— bead to foor, think 
e things to ſwyeeten change, and to make you to be ia the 
boſome of Chriſt, wy B 3 * 6, Con: 
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18 —— ſmord of this Angell death, there is no coming to that glorious city aboye, but 


heaven, it fa · through this ſtrait, dark, dirty lane, no wiping all tears from your eyes, but 
oor 


| troubleſome Sea 
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6, Conſider, that the Saints dying day is to them the Lords pay d. y: Ryery 
prayer ſhall then have its anſwer, all huogrings and thirſtings thall be filled and 


That i« not death lat isfiec; every ſigb, groan and tear that hath tal len from the Saints eyes ſhall 


— — then be te compeaſed: then they (hall be x. and recompenied (c all publike 
— bis ſet vice, and all family · lervice, and all cloſet-ſerviec : Now a Crown ſhill be 


not life but death {et upon their heads and glorious robes put upon their backs, and golden Scep. 
which teparatef tets put into their hands: Their dying day being the Lords pay-day, they ſhall 


heat the Lord ſaying to them, el dene, good and fait bſul ſervants, Enter into 
your Maſters joy : Ia that day they ſh hade that God 18 not like Ant iat but 
who promiſed often but ſeldom gave, no, ihen God will make good all thoſe gol. 
den and glorious promiſes, that be hath made to them, eſpecially thoſe that art 


Rer. #.16, and Cited in the Margent *, Now God will give them gold for braſſe, and filver tor 


iron, felicity ſor miſery, plenty for poverty, honour for diſhonour, freedom for 
bondage, heaven for earth, an inimort-| Croma tor a mortall Crown, 

The way to glory is by milety, the way co life is 
by death in this world, we are all Bex eniet the fons of forrow, the way 10 
heaven is by weeping croſſe j Cbriſts paſſion week was before his aſcenſion day, 


| helps us not with- Done p. ſſeth to Paradiſe but by burning Seraphims, we cannot go ont of Fgype 
| out pain, and yet hut throuzh the Red Sea, 


the children of Iſrael came to Jeruſalem through the 
valley of tears, and croſſed the (wifc river of /orden before they came to the 
ſ_cet waters of Silogm, There is no paſſing into Paradiſe but under che flaming: 


with your windingſheet, which ſhould make you entertain death ( nou ut bft u 
ſed ut boÞes ) not as a foe but as a friend, not as a — but 28 a gueſt that 
you had long looked for, and bid welcome death more bleſſed then your birth; 
Eyery man is willing to go to his home, though the way chat ſeades to it be ne- 
ver lo dark, dirty or dangerous: and ſhall belceyers be unwilling to go to their 
homes, becauſe they are to go through a datk entry to thoſe glorious lightſome 
and eternall manſions that Chriſt hath prepared for them? ſurely no. 

Eightbly, Conſider, that while we are in this world, our weak and imper. 
fect, and diſeaſed bodies, caſts chains and ferters, reſtraints, hindrances, and im- 


body pediments upon the ſoul, that the ſoul is hindred from many high and noble 
"8 aRings, which ina Rate of ſe patation it is free to. in a ſlate of leparation the ſoul 


works clearer,and underſtands better, and diſcourſes wiſet and re j yces lower, 
and loves noblier, and defircs purer, ana hopes ſtronger then it cin do here. Tis 
reported of XH;offerivs that he had a familiar ſpirit engaged in a Jewell, ſuch is 
the ſoul of man in the body, The ſoul while ic is in this body of clay cannot 
act luke ber (cif, like a ſpirit whole nature is co ſoar aloft towards the place 
whence ſhe came j when the ſoul is upon the wings for kraytng the body like a' 
lamp of lead itdown to the earth. S N ft 

ave the foul cannot look out at the eyes but it will be infected, nor beat 
by the ears but it will be diſtracbed, nor ſmell at the noſtrils and not be tainted, 
taſte by the tongue and not be alluted, and touch by the bard and not be defi. 


led 3 Rvet y ĩenie and member js too ready upon every occafion and tempration 


to betray the ſoul, hich ſhould make us willing to die, and to long for that 
day wherein our Bodies hall —— Ai beleevers it will be but 282 day 
before thoſe bodies of yours, that ate nove like a picture out of frame, or a" 
houfe out of repair, chat ate o] deformed and diſealed, . ſhall be agil and 
nimble, Gift and facil in their motion, for clarity and bæightneſſe they Gn 
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be like Chriſts body when it was crans6guced, they ſhall be very amiable and Mat.17.2, 
beautifull, they hall be impaſſible and immortall : here our bodies are ſtill dy. 

ing 3 It is mare proper to ak when we ſhill make an end of dying, then to 

— when we ſoll die, Death is a worm that is alwaie${reding at the root of 

our lives, which ſhould make death more defirable then life, 

Ninchly, Dell much upon the teadineſſe and willingne ſſe of other Saints 
to die: Good old Simeon having firſt laid Chriſt in bis heart, 2nd then taking Luk. 2 25, g. zo. 
him up in his arms, he fin gs, Lord, vow letteſt theu thy ſervant depart in peace, for | 
mine eyes bave ſeen thy ſabvation : I have lived enough, I have my lite, I have 
long d cnough, I have my love; I have ſeen enough, Ihave my light; I have 
ſcr wd et ough, I have my reward I have ſorrow¾ed enougb, I have my jy. So 2 Cor. j. 
the beleeving Corixtbiaut they groaned catueſtiy ta be cloathed upon with their é 
bouſe which is from heaven, they groaned tbat mortality misht be (waillowed 
up of life, and{rbat they might be abſent ſrom the body, and prejent with the Lord. 

So Paul defires earrefily to be difſdlved and 10 be with Chriſt , which i beſt of ah. Phil. 1 29; 
So thole in Peter, the, look for and baſt en the coming of the day of God. They are 2 Pet. 3 12 
laid to haſten the day ot God in reſpe& of their carneft delites atior it, aud in 

reſpe& of their preparations for it. Sothe ſouls under the Alcar cry, How long Rev.6,9,10, 
Lord, bow (ang, &c. 

So Paula that N +ble Lady, when one did reade to ber that Cut. 2.11, Tie Lad ——— 
winter i paſt, and the frgi birds i come ; yea, the replied, the ſiaging of in hell (faith Age 
birds is ne and ſo An _ into heaven, So fuel, Lord, —— — oy 
ſcrvant depart in peace, break off all delaies, Lord receive my (puit. Further macerate my 25 
he ſaid, I have not ſo lived that I am aſhamed to live longer 3 Neither co fear body, let forrows 


to die, becauſe we have a mercifull Lord, a Crows of Rigeteouſreſt is laid nn 


for me, Chriſt is my Righteculacfſe, So another being in a (wound (28 ber 
& friends thought) a litile before her end; they tried Give her ſome Roſa Solis, — 82 — 


but ſhe put it back, ſaying, I have R/ Soli you know not of, So M. Pearing me, er best 

a little before his death laid, I finde and feel ſo much inward joy and comfort ſcorch me, or 

iu my ſoul, that if I were put to my choice whether to die or Jive, I would. a fe affe me 

thouſand times rather chooſe death then life, if it might Rand wich che holy hat ct cone 

will of God. So M. Belrex lyiag on bis death- bed (aid, I am by the wondertull more. happen 

mercies of God as tull of comfort a my heart can held ; and feel nothing in unto me 10 I may 

my loul but Chriſt, with whom I heartily deſue to he: Ab Chriſtians, if che e $avi= 

exceeding vvtllingneſſe of the Saints to die will not make you willing to die, nh 

what will! Pra. 23. 4 
Tenchly and laſily, Conſider this, that the Lord will not leave thee but be Heb. z. 5. 

with thee in that bour : Tea, though I walk through the valley of the ſbadem of Maximifies the 


was ſo 


death, I will ſear no evil, for then art with me, thy red and thy fa they comfort deligheed wht | 


me, (aich che Pſalmitt, So the Apoſtle, Let your conver/ation be without cove» that ſentence 5; 
10u{ne/ſe, and be content with ſuch things as you have, for be hath ſaid, 1 will ng- Pew wobiſcum, * 
ver leave thee nor ſor ſaꝶe thee. There axe bye Negatives in the Greek to aſſure If God be with 
Gods people that be will never forſake them 2 Five times in Scriptures is this — — 1 
precious promiſe renewed, that e may preſſe it till we have pteſſed the ſweets cauſed ode 
neſſe out of it, Though God may ſeem to leave thee, thou maiſt be confident written upon the 
he will n:ver focſake thee : why ſhould that man be afraid of death that may be lr in molt 
alwaies confident of the preſence of the Lord of Lite? | | 1 
The next Uſe ſhall be to ſtir you all up to prepate and fit for your dying day. Ille. 
Ah Chriſtians, hat is your whole life but a day to fitfor the hour of death ? 
what is your great buacfic in this World hut to prepare and fit for another 
world ? 
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world? It was a ſad ſpeech of Ceſar Bengia who being ſick to death, (aid, 
When I lived I provided for every thing but death, nom 1 muſt die and am un- 
provided to die. Ab Chriftians, you Aon need every day to pray with Moſes, 
Lord, teach us to number our deies that me may apply our bearts to wiſedom. And 
to follow the counſell of the Prophet feremiab, Give glory to the Lord your God 
before be cau e darkneſſe, and before your jeet ſtun ble upon the dark nountgins, and 
while ye look for light, be turn it into the ſhadow of death, and make it groſſe dark» 
neſe. Old zge is the dark mountains which makes a brood way narrow, and 
a plain way cragged, I: is a high point of beavenly wiſedom to conſider your 
latter end; O that they were wiſe,tbat they underſtood this, that they would con- 
Aer their latter end terofalem paid dear for forgetting her latter end. Jeruſalem: 
filchinefſe was in her tt irts, becauſe ſhe remembred not ber latter end 3 theres 
fore alſo the came down wonderfully, To provoke you to prepare and fir for 
a dying day, conſider (eriou'y theſe following things. 

1. He that prepares not for his dying day, runs the hazard of loſing his ime 
mortall ſoul. Though true repentance be neyer too late, yer late repentance is 
ſeldome true. The Heathen man could Iay, He that is not ready to repent to 
day, will be lefſe ready to morrow, his underſtanding will be more dark, his 
heart more hard, his will more crooked, bis aff:Qions more diſtempeted, his 
conſcience mc r benummed. & c Beda tels a ſtory of a certain great man, that yas 
admoniſhed in his ſickneſſe to tepent, who anſwered, that he would not, yet, for 
if he ſhould recover, his companions would laugh at himzbur growing ſicker and 
ſicker bis friends preſſed him again to repent, but then he told them it was too 
late ( quia jam iudicatus ſum & condemnatus) ) for now {Gid he) Iam judged 
and condemned, It is the greateſt wiſedom in the world to do that every day 
that a man would do on a dying day. And to be afraid to live in ſuch an e- 
fate 25 a man would be afraid to die in. Ah ſouls, you ere afraid to die in ſuchy 
and ſuch fins, and will you not be afraid to live in thoſe fins? 

- 2» Agaiũ the certaioty of death ſhould beſpeak you to prepare for death When 
we would affirm any thing to be infallibly true, we ſay, a ſure as death. It it 
appointed ( (aith the Apoſtle) unto men once to die, but a ter this the judgement : 
1 he Greek word that is trau ſl ited, it it appointed, fignificth, it lieth as a mans 
lot : once implies ewo things, 1. A certainty, it all once be. 2. A Gogularity, 
it will be but once: bat man liver and ſba# not ſee dearb ( ſaith the PloImift 

= 2 that is no man lives that ſhall not ſee death. In ob the grave is called ib: beuſe 
-n. appointed jor all the living, $: lomon cals the grave (baiith Gnolam i. e. dom um 
a the houſe of age, the Learned tranſlates it long home, where men muſt 
abide for a long time, even till the ReſurreQion. To live witF out fear of death 
is ro die living, to labour not to die is labour in vain. Death bath for irs motto, 
Nollicedo, | yeeld to none, Tis deereed that al nuſt die, Every mans death» 
day is his doom - day. The French have a Preverbz Three things (ay they) 
agree in the world, the Prieſt, the Lawyer, and Death; the Prieſt takes the li- 
ving and the dead, the Lawyer write and wrong, and Death the weak and 
ſtrong ; But the Jews have a beiter, In Golgotha are to be ſeen 5huls of ol byes, 
that is, death c on the young as well as the old. The lot is fallen upon all, 
je. All men are made of one mold and matter, Duff 
thou art and unto duff thouſbakt return: All have Gnned, are fallen ſhort of the 
gloty of God, and therefore death muſt paſſe upon all, ; 
3. The uncertainty of the time of your death doth beſpeak you with open 


mouth co be in a conſtant readineſſe and prepaxedneſſe for death, * — 
non 
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apo a ö 
, within three hours after died bimſelf, Felix Eid of ; 
ſupper with many of bis friends, ſome at the table fell into diſcourſe 
Aber and the peoples generall receiving his doctrine, upon which the Earl 
wore a great Oath, that before he died he would ride up to the ſpuis in the 
loud of Lasberaut, but the very ſame night God ſtretched out his band ſo againſt 
kim, that he was choaked with his on bloud, 
| Conſider in the laſt place, that it is a ſolemn thing to die, Death is a ſolemn He that prepares 
parting of two near friends ſoul and body. Remember, all other preparations for his body and 
re to no purpoſe, if a man be not prepared to die : What will ic ayail a man to — but — 
pare this and chat for his children, kindred, or friends, c. When be hath Hehe dun 
zade no preparations for his ſoul, for bis eternall well-being, As death leaves for his lave bus 
ou, ſo judgement ſhall finde you, If death take you before you expect it, and negleds his wife, 
| tot it, it will be the more terrible to.you, It will cauſe your couns 
nance to be changed, your thoughts to be troubled, your loins to be looſed, 
id your knees to be\daſhed one againd} another: oh the hell of horrors and ter. When 1 
rs that attends thoſe ſouls that have their greateſt work to do when they come — — 
> die. Therefore as you love your ſouls, and as you would be happy in death, aad 1 then fiudied 
yerlaſtingly bleſſed ——_— prepare and fir for death: Look that you build Arrem bene wi- 
pon nothing below Chrift, Look that you have a reall intereft in Chriſt, Look z the art of 
hat you die daily to fin, to the world, and to your own righteouſnefle : Look Trang elk when 
hat conſcience be alwaics N — — Look that Chriſt be = I then fn. 
our Lord and Maſter : Look that all reckovings ſt ind tight betwixt the Lord died Aruw bene 
{ your ſuois: Look that yeu be fruicfull, falthfull, and watchfull ; Azad te art 
hen your dying day ſhall be to you as the day of harveſt to the hmbandman, az A dying ven. 
he day of deliverayce to the priſoner, as the day of coronation to the King, and write thus a Hole 
the day of marriage to the Bride ; dying day ſhall be a day of criumph before his death, 
tation, 2 day of freedom and confolauion, a day of reſt and (atisfaRtion, Sper feu 
n the Lord Jeſus ſhall be as Honey in che mow, ointmentin the noſtrils, en, hope and 
ufick in the ear, and « Jubilee ia the heart. one farewell, 
| The laſt e then is this, If a beleevers laſt day be his beſt day, then by the 
f a ; Laſt Uſe. 
ule of contraries a wicked mans laſt day muſt be bis wo-:ſt day, for be muſt 
here lie down with the fins of his youth. Death ſhall put an ead to all the be- 
firs and comforts that now thou en yeſt; Now thou muſt ſay, honors, friends, S1gi rand the 
leaſures, riches, credit, & c. farewell for ever, I ſhill never have good day 5m! 1 wobegaht 
ore, I ſhall never be merry more 3 My Sun is (et, my glaſſe is out, my hopes France, fraitly 
il, my heart fails 3 All offers of grace are paſt, the ſpirit will never ſtrive with charged all their 
de more, free · grace will never move me more, the golden Scepter ſhall never be ſervants that they 
d forth more, death will be an inlet to j dgement, yea, to an crergity of mi- —— 055 => 
ry : What the voice of God was to Adam upon eating the torbidden fruit hat ter word death + 
de coming of the floud was to the prophane men of the old world, hat the whentbey ſaw 
aters of the red Sea were to Pharaoh and his Army, What the fire from Hea- them fick, io 
n was tothe Captains that came up againſt Ellab, what the burning furnace —— == — 
to them that caſt in Sbadrac h, Meſbec, and Abednego, the ſame will be the death to 
| — day 
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chat-is ar Gods rightband. 


